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STREET PUBLICATION OF THE GENERAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE 


Resist Genocide in Gaza - By 
Any Means Necessary! 


The General Defense Committee 
stands in solidarity with the 
Palestinian people who are resisting 
their US-backed, Zionist military 
occupation, apartheid and ethnic 
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Demands From Palestinian Youth Movement 


SINCE 2007, GAZA HAS BEEN AN 
OPEN AIR PRISON. 


Israel has imposed an illegal 
land, air, and sea blockade on 
Gaza: a siege which has had 
devastating impacts on the 2.3 
million Palestinian people who 


live inside of the blockaded 
territory. 
The Israeli army regularly 


launches bombing campaigns 
against Gaza to prevent its 
infrastructure from ever being 
fully rebuilt: bombing ports to 
prevent imports or exports, 
airports to stop movements, and 
power plants to disrupt electricity. 


The war you see on the 
news today did not begin on 
October 7th. For over 75 years, 
the Palestinian people have been 
fighting against the colonization 
and occupation of their land. 

Millions of Palestinians in 
neighboring Arab countries and 
worldwide are refugees, waiting 
to return home to Palestine. 
Inside Occupied Palestine, 
thousands are held hostage in 
Israel's colonial prisons, detained 
for months or years without 
charge or trial. 

In the occupied West Bank, 
millions of Palestinians live under 
Israeli military rule, having to 


cross army checkpoints every 
day to go to work, school, or visit 
loved ones. 

Each year, thousands _ of 
Palestinianhomesaredemolished 
by the Israeli occupying army 
as part of a long-term project to 
dispossess Palestinians of their 
land and force them into exile. 


IT'S TIME TO PUT AN END TO 
ISRAEL'S CRIMES AGAINST THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. 


TODAY, WE ARE WITNESSING 
AN UNFOLDING GENOCIDE ON 
GAZA, ONE THAT IS BACKED BY 
WESTERN POWERS. 


Since October 7th, thousands 
of Palestinians in Gaza have 
been killed, and hundreds of 
thousands displaced. There is 
no electricity and fuel is nearly 
out. Medicine and surgical 
supplies are scarce. Gaza’s 
hospitals - which the Israeli army 
is indiscriminately targeting - are 
on the brink of collapse. People in 
Gaza, half of whom are children, 
have been subjected to the 
constant terror of indiscriminate 
bombing, day and night, for 
weeks on end. Food and water 
are scarce, and will soon run out 
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End The Genocide 
Of Gaza - PYM 
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as well. People in Gaza cannot 
wait any longer - the siege 
must end NOW! 


ISRAEL HAS BEEN ABLE TO 
MAINTAIN THE SIEGE DUE TO 
UNCONDITIONAL FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT AND VETO POWER 
FROM THE US AND ITS ALLIES. 
THIS COMPLICITY CAN NO 
LONGER GO UNCHALLENGED. 


The siege of Gaza is propped 
up by the US, Canada, the UK, 
and EU, who apply diplomatic 
pressure through the UN and 
aid through taxpayer dollars to 
fund the technology that keeps 
2.3 million people imprisoned 
inside of the tiny territory. 
As a taxpayer whose taxes are 
directly funding the genocide in 
Gaza, you the reader have a key 
role to play in renouncing the 
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occupation and holding your 
government and elected officials 
accountable for their complicity 
in the ongoing genocide. 

Now is the time for people 
across North America and Europe 
to stand up and say, enough 
is enough. The media can no 
longer fool us into mistaking 
who is the oppressor and who 
is the oppressed. The siege on 
Gaza must be lifted once and for 
all. The collective punishment 
of Palesiinians for resisting 
occupation - a right enshrined 
under international law - must 
come to an end. Palestinians in 
Gaza must live. 


WE DEMAND: 

1. AN IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE 

2. AN END TO WESTERN 
WEAPONS AND FUNDING TO 
ISRAEL 

3. IMMEDIATE LIFT OF THE 
SIEGE ON GAZA 
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E SEED E. E $ CES = ears 
Top: Signs placed in front of empty commercial buildings in Ypsi- 
lanti read “This space is going to waste. Shelter people now!” Bot- 
tom: Community members host a BBQ in front of an empty space 
that could be used for shelter. Read more about Shelter Now on 
page 4. 


What is GDC? 


The Michigan General Defense Committee is a Non-Sectarian 
Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Community Defense Organization. We 
organize where the class struggle is sharpest - in our workplaces, 
neighborhoods, and housing. We are fighting for a world without 
bosses and landlords, where the multinational working class controls 
production, and distribution is based on human need. 

We are an independent class organization that does not rely on 
foundations or grants for funding. We also believe there is no class 
struggle without the struggle against white supremacy, colonialism, 
and patriarchy. We believe that it is up to the working class themselves 
to resist exploitation and oppression. GDC engages in activity that 
directly helps overcome social divisions, encourages resilience, 
solidarity, fighting spirit, organization, and self-determination. We 
fight to win. 


Contact the General 
Defense Committee: 


GDC Linktree: 
https://linktree/ 
washtenawgdc 


Facebook & Instagram: 
@michigangdc 


washtenawgdc@gmail.com 


gdclansing@gmail.com 
(734) 249-8051 
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A citizen of the Repu blic of New 
Afrika and a combatant for Liberation 


Rest in 
Power 


Support Krystal Clark 


By Lara, Washtenaw GDC 


Krystal Clark is incarcerated at 
the Women's Huron Valley Cor- 
rectional Facility in Ypsilanti, MI. 
From the website freekrystal. 
com, “Krystal Clark is a 39-year- 
old mother of four, devoted friend 
and caring community member.” 
She has been incarcerated for the 
last 13 years, and is suffering se- 
vere health problems due to an 
allergy to mold, which is present 
in the prison. Her health issues 
are so serious that she is slowly 
being killed by the conditions in 
the prison. Due to her speak- 
ing out about this injustice, she 
is being harassed by MDOC and 
mocked by employees and oth- 
er inmates. In addition, they've 
been messing with her mail. She 
has been seen by doctors within 
MDOC, but diagnoses that she is 
told do not make it into her medi- 
cal file, and any doctor she’s seen 
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who has said her issues are due 
to the mold, she never sees that 
doctor again. At the moment, 
she is in need of hearing aids, 
which she was told she would 
receive, but they are now delay- 
ing her getting them by claiming 
they need to run other tests first. 
Krystal is dealing with a large 
amount of pain every day, with 
no relief. 

In 2019 Krystal was among 
a group of women to file a two- 
count civil rights action against 
the MDOC, alleging the prison 
is full of dangerous conditions 
(leaky roofs, haphazard retrofit- 
ting, inoperable windows, etc.) 
which have made it a breeding 
ground for fungi and molds. Doc- 
tors within MDOC will not include 
mold as a cause of their health 
issues in their files, but when the 
women have been lucky enough 
to see an outside doctor, mold is 
clearly listed as the cause of their 
health ailments. This case was 
dismissed by the court because 
the judge said that there’s no es- 
tablished rights of prisoners to 
be free from mold. This means 
that even if a doctor finds that 
mold is the cause of their health 
ailments, the prison is not obli- 
gated to take any action. Since 
it is clear that the prison is not 
going to take action to fix the 
mold problem, this means that 
Krystal’s health will only contin- 
ue to worsen. She was not giv- 
en a death sentence, but serving 
the remainder of her sentence in 
these conditions could kill her. 

We're calling for the compas- 
sionate release of Krystal Clark 
so she can access the life-saving 
medical care she needs and re- 


turn to her family to heal. Please 
contact Governor Whitmer and 
tell her that Krystal is being killed 
in prison, which no one deserves. 
In Krystal’s own words: “Every 
one incarcerated has somebody 
who cares about them. The gov- 
ernor says all Michiganders mat- 
ter. I can’t tell when she knows 
my situation and others and 
we're still here sick and suffering 
and others are dying and she has 
yet to acknowledge this let alone 
do anything about it. The Gover- 
nor says we all matter now we're 
asking her to prove it. Myself and 
others have families out there 
who love and care about them 
who shouldn't have to suffer or 
lose their lives in here. We know 
there is alot going on in the world 
but Michigan we need help we 
need y'all to support our prison- 
er advocates who are fighting for 
our lives and our rights.” 
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“Will I be remembered? I don't 
really care. Let’s be real. What I 
care about are my children, and 
your children, and the children of 
tomorrow. I want them to study 
the past and learn about it and 
carry on. 
only gotten worse. It has. Atsome 
point, it’s gonna fall. Because all 
empires fall. It’s on its way right 
now. There’s not going to be any 
America in 50 years. There’s not. 
And the youth of today has to be 
ready to pick up the pieces when 
that happens.” -Sekou Odinga 


Because America has 


Krystal has petitioned the Pa- 
role Board for a Pardon or Com- 
mutation of Sentence due to her 
health issues. Once it reviews 
her petition, the board will make 
a recommendation to the Gov- 
ernor. Please write to the Parole 
Board and the Governor, urging 
them to release Krystal Clark 
(#435064) so that she does not 
die in prison. 

Additionally, please call the 
Director, Deputy Director and 
Healthcare Services Administra- 
tor of MDOC and demand that 
Krystal be given access to medi- 
cal treatment for her mold aller- 
gy, and that MDOC must address 
the mold problem and fix the 
building conditions that are al- 
lowing its growth. 

Learn more about Krystal’s sit- 
uation at freekrystal.com and lis- 
ten to her on Prison Radio (pris- 
onradio.org) 


Take Action to Support Krystal Clark: 


Write to the Parole Board: 
206 E. Michigan Ave #3 Lansing, MI 48933 


Governor Whitmer: 
517-335-7858 


P.O. Box 30013 Lansing, MI 48909 
Web: michigan.gov/whitmer/contact (click “con- 
tact the Governor” to fill out an on-line form) 


Heidi E. Washington, Director of MDOC: 


517-335-1426 


Jeremy Bush, Deputy Director of MDOC: 


517-335-1418 


mdoc-cfa-admin@michigan.gov 


Marti Kay Sherry, Bureau of Healthcare Services 


MDOC: 
517-335-2263 


bhcs-communications@michigan.gov 
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Community BBQs at Empty Lot, Landlord Calls Cops 


By Lindy, Washtenaw GDC 


Since the eviction at Grow- 
ing Hope Marketplace Hall on 
Wednesday August 23, Shel- 
ter Now has grown from an im- 
promptu coalition of community 
members and organizations to a 
force to be reckoned with. Over 
the past two months, the group 
has organized a Week of Action 
targeting Ypsilanti government 
entities, hosted two public ‘Peo- 
ple’s Meetings’ to discuss de- 
mands and conditions, and has 
distributed propaganda online 
and in the street. We have grown 
with every mobilization. 

Sunday, October 29, the group 
hosted a community barbecue 
to bring people together, share 
a meal and build community, 
all while challenging proper- 
ty relations. The action started 
with people congregating at 10 
S Prospect, a property that’s sat 
vacant for several years. We did 
brief introductions, talked about 
our three demands and why we 
were at the property. We had 
music playing and food served 
as per usual Washtenaw Camp 
Outreach BBQ. About 50 people 
attended, including houseless 
folks, CPUSA members, people 
from the MANY, and other unaf- 
filiated leftists and community 
members. 


Why 10 S. PROSPECT? 

Besides the building having 
sat empty for years, 10 S Pros- 
pect is zoned already to be a 
homeless shelter, is on a bus 
line, and is walking distance from 
both downtown Ypsilanti and the 
Washtenaw County Human Ser- 


vices Center. It is listed for 300K, 
which is a drop in the bucket of 
the landlords’ egregious profits 
and the County's coffers. 

When met with our demands 
to 1) Create and fund a dignified 
24/7 shelter in Ypsilanti before 
spring 2024, 2) Open a temporary 
shelter immediately. Fund and do 
not interfere with unofficial and 
temporary shelter spaces. End 
street sweeps and camp sweeps, 
and 3) Ensure that the houseless 
and housing-insecure commu- 
nities have decision-making and 
veto power in all Ypsilanti shel- 
ter spaces, and in their creation 
— Washtenaw County and Ypsi 
City plead “no time” or “no mon- 
ey.” Yet, last month, all but one 
County Commissioner approved 
an extra 500K for the sheriff, who 
already has $6M in surplus funds 
— on top of the yearly $2M bud- 
get. 


PIGS ON THE GRILL 

We were there for about an 
hour before the owner (Adam 
Tasselmyer, who also owns the 
dispensary Herbal Solutions) 
rolled up for a showing of the 
property at 5pm. He called the 
cops on us so we moved to the 
parking lot right next to it which 
has a different, unknown owner. 
Two cops showed up and talked 
with the owner but essentially 
left us alone since we had moved 
next door. Shelter Now heckled 
the landlord-cop trifecta, chant- 
ing “When our neighborhood 
is under attack, what do we do? 
Stand up, fight back!” That’s ex- 
actly what we did, and did again 
two weeks later. Shelter Now es- 
calated this action on November 
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Community members and supporters of Shelter Now host a BBQ 
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in front of an empty building at 10 S. Prospect in Ypsilanti. 


12 with another BBQ occupation 
at 206 N Huron St, owned by 
slumlord Ian Greenlee and man- 
aged by slumlord Stewart Beal. 


HEATING IT UP 

The community marched from 
Solidarity Hall to 206 N Huron 
St. We hung up our Shelter Now 
banner, tacked up our demands, 
and covered the empty building 
with “wanted” signs with Beal's 
face on it while the grills warmed 
up. With over 50 people eating, 
dancing, and socializing on the 
property, for the afternoon we re- 
claimed it as our own. When the 
sun was beginning to set, some 
started to clean up, and others 


started line dances in the yard. 
By then, slumlord Greenlee had 
called the cops and they attempt- 
ed to order a dispersal. Facing 
threats of physical removal and 
arrest, Shelter Now continued oc- 
cupying the property — through 
dance, completing the “wobble” 
and a karaoke rendition of “When 
I See You” by Fantasia. 

On our own time, we marched 
home, through the street, hold- 
ing the Shelter Now banner, con- 
tinuing to dance, sing and shout: 
SHELTER NOW! 

If you would like to receive text 
notifications of our next demon- 
stration, visit: www.ypsishelter- 
now.com 


Lansing GDC Runs Monthly Pull Over Prevention 


By Nifty, Lansing GDC 


Lansing General Defense Com- 
mittee has launched Pull Over 
Prevention, a monthly repair clinic 
to help drivers avoid interactions 
with police. The free program is 


Gate 


Volunteers work on replacing a headlight at Lansing GDC'’s Pull 


hosted by community volunteers 
who assist participants by fixing 
broken headlights, tail lights, and 
turn signals. Broken auto lights 
can be used by police to target 
motorists for a citation (called 
a “mechanical violation”), which 


Over Prevention event in January. Sweatshirt reads, “Every cop a 
murderer, every judge an accomplice.” 


puts a financial burden on motor- 
ists who must now pay a citation 
in addition to the cost of repair- 
ing the light. Additionally, these 
police interactions can escalate 
into dangerous or unpredictable 
situations. In particular, police 
target Black and brown members 
of our community. 

By repairing these minor is- 
sues for free, Pull Over Preven- 
tion volunteers proactively can 
offer some protection for motor- 
ists. Police citations are one tool 
by which the capitalist class traps 
people in poverty. If a motorist is 
unable to pay the citation, they 
can end up enmeshed in a costly 
cycle of interaction with the court 
system, and potentially face jail 
time. 

Lansing Pull Over Prevention 
is modeled after Southeast Pull 
Over Prevention, a similar pro- 
gram that has been ongoing 
since August 2020. Volunteers 
include people of varying expe- 
rience levels, from professional 
mechanics to auto enthusiasts. 
Additionally, GDC and friends 
bring food, music, and political 


literature to every event. Local 
nonprofits Lansing Syringe Ac- 
cess (LSA) and Punks With Lunch 
(PWL) attend some events with 
supplies for safer drug use such 
as Narcan, clean needles, and 
Fentanyl test strips. 

If you are interested in volun- 
teering, email gdclansing@gmail. 
com or message us on Facebook 
or Instagram @michigangdc. Fi- 
nancial donations can be made 
on Venmo to @washtenawGDC 
with the subject “Lansing POP”. 

Lansing Pull Over Prevention is 
hosted on the first Sunday of ev- 
ery month from 12 pm to 4 pm 
in the parking lot of The Village 
community center (3525 S. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr Blvd, Lansing, 
MI 48910). 


ʻI repeat: realistic, day-to-day 
needs should be the basis of or- 
ganizing people and making them 
conscious of revolution-- that the 
world, the universe, must revolve-- 
that it will stop, stagnate, and die 
for no man’s privilege.” - George 
Jackson, Blood in My Eye 
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